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After two months had been wasted in disputes about
the command, the squadron sailed on October 16th with
nine hundred Europeans, including those serving as
marines, and twelve hundred sepoys. A few days
later a council of war was held to settle the distribution
of the expected prize-money. The naval officers wished
to follow the Grheriah precedent, but Olive insisted
upon an equal distribution between the army and navy,
and carried his point. The ships had to contend
against the full force of the monsoon, and the voyage
was unusually long and difficult. The rice for the
sepoys failed, and many of them preferred death by
famine to pollution by eating pork and beef. The fire-
ship was driven to Ceylon; the Marlborough, with most
of the artillery, parted company; and the Cumberland,
with Admiral Pocock and two hundred and fifty Euro-
pean soldiers, fell to leeward and sailed for Vizagapatam.
At Falta, near the mouth of the Hooghly, Watson and
Olive found Major Kilpatrick, who had arrived from
Madras in the previous August, and the refugees from
Calcutta. For five months they had been crowded to-
gether, some in wretched hovels on shore, others on the
ships. Want of proper food and clothing, and exposure
to the fierce rays of the sun in a deadly climate, had ren-
dered the condition of men and women alike deplorable.
The mortality was appalling. Kilpatrick had landed
with two hundred and forty men; all had succumbed
but thirty, and of these only ten were fit for duty.
On December 17th Watson and Clive wrote in perenip- *
tory terms to Surajah Dowlah to demand redress for the
losses sustained by the Company, and after vainly wait-
ing for an answer declared war.    Operations were com-